PREFACE

THE JOURNAL TO STELLA has for over one hundred and fifty
years been the accepted title of those letters addressed to
Esther Johnson and Rebecca Dingley which Swift wrote
between September 1710 and June 1713. All the original
letters were still in being over fifty years later. In 1766
twenty-six of these letters, rigorously edited by John
Hawkesworth, were published as part of Swift's general
correspondence. Two years later Deane Swift, a cousin of
the Dean of St. Patrick's, printed thirty-nine more letters,
making a total of sixty-five, all that Swift wrote to the
ladies during this period. The letters Deane Swift held in
his hands have not been traced since he made use of them,
We are therefore dependent upon his edited version,for
nearly three-quarters of the Journal. For letters II to XL
the editor can but take his text from Deane Swift. The
originals of the letters published by Hawkesworth, save
for LIV which is missing, have survived. They are, in this
edition, reproduced from Swift's holographs as exactly
and as closely as is possible in printed form.

The historical importance of the letters which compose
The Journal to Stella needs no emphasis; but Swift's
allusions to contemporary events, to political moves, to
pamphlet literature, to notabilities and lesser known people
of the time, are not always obvious, and sometimes ob-
scure. Justifiably apprehensive that his letters to the
ladies in Dublin might be opened he was led, on occasion,
to convey his meaning by distant hints. A commentary is
essential to a full understanding. It is hoped that the
annotation to the letters, as they appear in these volumes,
provides the reader with a more complete and accurate
illustration of the text than is to be found in previous
editions of the Journal
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